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In the modern times, with the opening of China, Chinese traditional culture met 
the big challenge of Western culture. In this situation, it became the focus of Chinese 
people to deal with the relationship between Chinese and Western culture. As an 
important official, Zhang Zhidong put forward his own views. This article mainly 
discusses Zhang Zhidong’s views on Sci-Tech and culture including its theory 
background, content and application. The article includes preface and three chapters. 
The preface explains the reasons of doing this research, the study way and the 
significance, etc.  
In chapter one，I probe into the theory background of Zhang Zhidong’s views on 
Sci-Tech and culture. In modern China, Lin Zexu and Wei Yuan advocated to study 
western military arms for the first time. Then the people going in for foreign affairs 
insisted on studying western advanced technology. The early radical people held to 
carry out western political system. But these ideas met with strongly against from the 
diehards. They looked down upon the western culture, much less to learn it.Under this 
situation, Zhang Zhidong put forward a compromise proposal. 
In chapter two, I inquire into the forming and the contents of Zhang Zhidong’s 
views on Sci-Tech and culture. For the influence of Confucian classics, Zhang 
Zhidong took part in the Qing Liu Party which weren’t engaged in foreign affairs. 
While with the deepening of the cognition, he realized the importance of foreign 
affairs and later he became the main force of the Westernization Movement. The 
radical people advocated reforming Chinese political and cultural system and learning 
western political cultural system, etc. But all these positions were met with strongly 
against from the diehards. Under this situation, Zhang Zhidong put forward a 
compromise proposal, which includes two aspects. 
 The first one is “Chinese learning as its system”. The “Chinese learning” which 














Zhang Zhidong meant referred to Chinese Confucian classics. He gave four reasons 
for “Chinese learning as its system”. 
The second one is “western doctrines as its application” The western doctrines 
mainly referred to western education, militancy and law system, etc. He realized the 
importance of learning western doctrines and put forward series of points such as 
establishing school, reforming imperial examination system.    
In chapter three, I discuss the application of Zhang Zhidong’s views on Sci-Tech 
and culture. Zhang Zhidong not only put forward his educational, military and 
economical thought, but put his thought into application. About education he held to 
reform old schools, set up new schools, translate foreign books, etc. On military 
education, he advocated to set up military schools and send soldiers to go abroad to 
study. On economy, he established many factories, fostered many industrial workers, 
improved agriculture and so on.  
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